St. Basil Seminary as a House of Formation



St. Basil Seminary is an educational and formational community. It
is a seminary that exists primarily to provide an atmosphere wherein
men of all ages might discern their vocational call to the priesthood
or religious life. It is hoped that a response to this process will be
continued through further theological studies leading to ordination
to the priesthood within the Ukrainian Catholic Church or other
Eastern Catholic Churches.



Formation is a life long process. It
is a journey toward the kingdom of
God. Our seminary life, common
prayer, study, time of reflection
and community involvements, with
the guidance of the Holy Spirit, can
gradually transform us into the
Icon of Christ. As Saint Basil the
Great says, it is only in community
living that we can:

“readily discern our defects… and accept

correction with mildness and compassion.”



Priestly formation takes place in a given ecclesial and historical
context. “God always calls his priests from specific human and

ecclesial contexts, which inevitably influence them; and to these
same contexts the priest is sent for service of Christ’s Gospel.”





Preparation for the priesthood requires a coordinated formation of
candidates in the spiritual, intellectual, pastoral, human, historical,
social, and cultural dimensions. St. Basil Seminary addresses these
needs in its unique seminary program.
St. Basil Seminary strives to maintain a balance of spiritual,
intellectual, pastoral, and human formation as defined in the United
States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) document and The
Program of Priestly Formation in the Ukrainian Catholic Church
document, and all other papal and Patriarchal synodal documents
directing the formation of future priests.

St. Basil’s community life reflects the
influence of its goal, that of the
priesthood, by accentuating spiritual,
intellectual, human, pastoral, social,
historical and cultural development in
the Ukrainian and Byzantine Christian
Spirituality.

St. Basil Seminary encourages the student’s desire to give witness
to the saving love of God in the world by developing a holistic
approach to life with those within the seminary and with those in
outside communities. It, thus, enables the student to grow in
academic awareness, religious commitment, social responsibility,
and cultural development.

“In its deepest identity the seminary is

called to be, in its own way, a
continuation in the Church of the
apostolic community who gather around
Jesus, listening to his word, proceeding
toward the Easter experience, awaiting
the gift of the Spirit for the mission”



The Christian life is meant to be one of ever-deepening communion
with God. We affirm this communal life in the context of the
seminary, a portion of the living Church. We worship together,
support one another, and serve in the Body of Christ. This
experience of our community plays a significant role in our personal
and spiritual growth. We recognize a more personal dimension of
our life with God in this process.





Our seminary life, common prayer,
study, time of reflection, and
community involvements, with the
guidance of the Holy Spirit, can
gradually transform us into the Icon
of Christ. We are called to transform
ourselves into the image and likeness
of Christ. It is a dynamic process,
capable of growth.

We are called to the Holy Priesthood and St. John Chrysostom
reminds us: “The work of the priesthood is done on earth, but it is

ranked among heavenly ordinances. And this is only right, for no
man, no angel, no archangel, no other created power but the
Paraclete himself ordained this succession, and persuaded men,
while still remaining in the flesh to represent the ministry of angels.
The priest, therefore, must be as pure as if he were standing in
heaven itself, in the midst of those powers.”



St. Basil Seminary offers a unique Ukrainian and
Byzantine sequence of courses:

Courses description:


Elem entary Liturgical Chant I

Introduction to the Byzantine-Ukrainian (Galician) tonal system;
common responses to the Divine Liturgy, Resurrectional troparia
and prokimena; common devotional hymns. (Each course utilizes
texts in Church Slavonic, Ukrainian, and English.)


Elem entary Liturgical Chant I I

Continuation of the basics of the tonal system: Common responses
to Vespers, Samohlasny tones and introductory verses; Presanctified
Liturgy, Liturgy of St. Basil the Great; seasonal devotional hymns.



I nterm ediate Liturgical
Chant I
Chanting of Scriptural
readings, Requiem
services; Bulgarian tones
and frequently used
Podobny; continuation of
common and seasonal
devotional hymns.



I nterm ediate Liturgical
Chant I I
Chanting of seasonal and
occasional offices. Special
consideration is given to
Jerusalem and Paschal
Matins, Christmas and
Jordan Compline.
Seasonal hymns from
Bohohlasnyk, time
permitting.



Uk rainian Catholic Church
History
A study of the history of the
Ukrainian Catholic Church; the
flourishing of the Church in
western Ukraine under the
Hapsburgs; the Church under the
Communist regime; the Ukrainian
Catholic Church in the diaspora.



Elem entary Greek I

Inflections, vocabulary, syntax.
 Elem entary Greek I I Continuation of Gk 101. Reading from
biblical and contemporary texts.



Elem entary Latin I
Ecclesiastical inflections, vocabulary
and syntax. Readings drawn from
appropriate texts. Relevant topics in
Roman culture.



Elem entary Latin I I
Readings in Ecclesiastical Latin.



Church Slavonic
Cyrillic alphabet; Church
Slavonic phonetics;
pronunciation; grammatical
forms. Sentence construction;
grammatical forms; study of
liturgical texts, especially the
Divine Liturgy of St. John
Chrysostom.



Elem entary Uk rainian I

Introduction to the alphabet characters; Phonetics; Pronunciation;
Intonation; Fundamental grammatical forms.


Elem entary Uk rainian I I

Emphasis on reading in Ukrainian language; vocabulary building and
conversation.


M odern Uk rainian Literature I

Principal authors studied are: Kotliarevskyj; Shevchenko, Vovckok,
P. Kulish, Franko, Ukrainca, Oles, Kotsiubynskyi and Stefanyk;
Ukrainian emigre literature.


M odern Uk rainian Literature I I

Principal authors studied are: Tychyna, Rylsky, Bazhan, M. Kulish,
Zerov, Pluzhnyk, Anovs’kyi, Khvylovyi, Pidmohylnyi, Symonenko,
Vinhranovskyi, Yanovskyi, Kocherha, Kostenko, and Drach.



I ntroduction to the Old Testam ent

The teaching of the Magisterium regarding the OT; the OT canon;
the historicity of the OT books; a survey of the main events of OT
history; answers to common objections; salvation history; Old
Covenant; promise of the Messiah.



I ntroduction to the New
Testam ent
The teaching of the Magisterium
regarding the NT; the NT canon; the
historicity of the NT books; OT
prophecies fulfilled in NT; a brief
summary of NT books; answers to
common objections; salvation history;
New Covenant; harmony of the
Gospels.



Basic Christian Doctrine I

Introduction to the basic teachings of
the Catholic Church: Christ the Truth:
all the articles of the NiceneConstantinopolitan Creed; and Christ
the Life: the sacraments, Divine
Liturgy-Mass, sacramentals, prayer,
devotions, and liturgical services.


Christian Doctrine I I

Introduction to the basic teachings of
the Catholic Church: Christ the Way:
The two great commandments, the
commandments of God and Church,
the spiritual and corporal works of
mercy, the evangelical counsels, and
vocations.



Divine W orship
Liturgical theology; nature of worship; the people of God as a
worship community; laws of the liturgical celebration; the history and
development of the Byzantine Liturgy; the comparative approach to
the understanding of the Liturgy in the Byzantine Church; Liturgical
commentaries and liturgical instructions.

The Liturgy of the Hours

Prayer in the synagogue and New
Testament; the formation of cathedral
and monastic offices; historical
development of the Byzantine Office;
the origin of the liturgical year; its
cycles: daily, weekly, paschal and
sanctoral; psalms and hymnology;
categories and types; the liturgical
Hours as a school of prayer.



Catechetics
General principles of learning applied to religious education;
organizing and conducting parish catechetical programs;
examination of texts.



I ndependent Study
Students interested in pursuing an
“independent study” project must first
identify a topic of interest and find an
instructor willing to monitor the study.

70th Anniversary of St. Basil’s
Of the two hundred and twenty eight graduates of St.
Basil College in the sixty-nine years of its existence,
one hundred and eight have been ordained to the
priesthood, six of whom have been elevated to the
episcopacy one of whom is the Patriarch Lubomyr
Cardinal Husar

Please contact us:
www.stbasilseminary.com
ukrcathsem@optonline.net
or
stbasilcollege@optonline.net
Phone: 203 324-4578
203 356-0770
Fax: 203 357-7681

