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St. Basil Seminary is proudly announcing
the first Ukrainian Catholic
House of Ongoing Priestly Formation Program
in North America.

The world’s most famous academic institutions around us:
In addition St. Basil Seminary is located a short distance from some of the
world’s most famous academic institutions, with a variety of programs in
theology & philosophy:

Educational Purpose & Goal:

Priestly formation is a lifelong journey! The seminary program of
priestly formation can appropriately be viewed as the initiation to
sacramental life. Sacramental preparation and initiation necessarily
includes a period of post-sacramental catechesis or mystagogia.

www.sacredheart.edu

This pattern of sacramental initiation implies the necessity of each
priest’s ongoing formation after ordination. The process and the journey
of the ongoing formation of priests are both necessary and life-long. Its
purpose is not only the spiritual growth of the priest himself but also the
continued effectiveness of his mission and ministry through personal
human growth and continuing academic education.
The basic principle of ongoing formation for priests is contained in
Pastores dabo vobis,
"...one can speak of a vocation 'within' the priesthood. The fact is
that God continues to call and send forth, revealing his saving
plan in the historical development of the priest's life and the life
of the Church and of society.
It is in this perspective that the meaning of ongoing formation
emerges.
Permanent formation is necessary in order to discern and follow
this
constant call or will of God.” 1

www.yale.edu

www.svots.edu

While Christ is calling to the Holy Priesthood throughout the
generations, every generation faces unique challenges to live the priestly
life. The world around us is constantly changing.

1

See Pastores dabo vobis, 70.

www.fordham.edu

Ukrainian Catholic Church History

A study of the history of the Ukrainian Catholic Church; the flourishing of the
Church in western Ukraine under the Hapsburgs; the Church under the
Communist regime; the Ukrainian Catholic Church in the diaspora.

The Ukrainian Catholic Church in the New World

In the 1860s, economic, social and political circumstances caused many people
from Eastern Europe, especially the Austro-Hungarian Empire, to immigrate to
the New World. Many of these immigrants were called Ruthenians and
Greek-Catholics, who settled predominantly in The United States of America,
Canada, Argentina, and Brazil. With the evolution of national consciousness
these people used names such as Ukrainians, Rusyns, Carpatho-Rusyns,
Carpatho-Russians and Slovaks.
This course discusses the development of Church structures in North and
South America for what eventually would be known as the Ukrainian Greek
Catholic Church. Particular emphasis are placed on the development of the
Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church in the United State.

Divine Worship & Liturgy of the Hours (Ordo Celebrationis)
History and development of the Byzantine Liturgy; the comparative approach
to the understanding of the Liturgy in the Byzantine Church today; Liturgical
commentaries and liturgical instructions. This course will focus on liturgical
theology; the nature of worship; the people of God as a worship community;
laws of the liturgical celebration in the contemporary Ukrainian Catholic
liturgical usage.

Ukrainian Catholic Church in Ecumenical Movement.
History and development of the ecumenical movement; Catholic Church role
in the contemporary ecumenical movement; Eastern Catholic Churches and
their place in the Catholic Church; Vatican II documents on Eastern Churches
and Ecumenism; present relationship and the future of Ecumenical Movement
in Ukraine and Eastern Europe. Special attention will be given to the ancient
practice of koinonia, and diversity model in contemporary ecumenical
movement.

St. Basil unique resources:
St. Basil Seminary campus and its resources present unique opportunities to
bear witness to Christ in the Byzantine Tradition and to preserve the essence of
Ukrainian heritage. St. Basil Seminary creates the best seating to present the
priestly way of life in a new way to the changing world.

St. Basil Seminary campus is located on 9 beautiful acres in the heart of

Stamford, Connecticut. The seminary center is an L-shaped structure facing
Glenbrook Road. In this building are housed the administrative and faculty
offices, lecture halls, computer science lab, chapel, auditorium, dormitory,
dining, and recreation facilities.

St. Basil College Library is situated on Clovelly Road and offers a variety

of materials and services to students and seminary residents. The major
concentration of the library’s collection is in philosophy and religion. These
are supplemented by collections in the humanities and in the sciences. Special
collections include those on Eastern Catholicism and Ukrainian studies. The
library currently subscribes to some 80 periodicals while its periodical
collection, coupled with that of the Ukrainian Museum and Library of
Stamford, represents over two hundred titles.
The Library offers Inter Library Loan Services and the databases available
through the Connecticut State Library system, and exposure to the resources of
both the Ferguson Library of Stamford and the academic Stamford branch of
the library of UConn, both in walking-distance of the campus.

The Chateau is the oldest building on campus and a significant local

landmark. It originally served as the first college dormitory and presently
houses the Ukrainian Museum and Library of Stamford, the first artistic and
cultural center of its kind in the United States. The Museum’s holdings include
more than 7,000 folk artifacts; close to 3,000 paintings and sculptures; and
over 500 religious items, such as icons, hand crosses, vestments, and various
church vessels.

The Gymnasium located on Clovelly Road in a building adjacent to the

Library. It houses a court for all indoor sports and a weight lifting and physical
exercise room. The College campus also has outdoor facilities for field sports.

The Pavilion is nestled among the trees along the walk leading from the

Library to the Chateau. This unique building, patterned after the Hutzul
architectural design found in the Carpathian Mountains, lends its dignity to the
solemn occasion of liturgical services and other outdoor cultural activities..

The Ukrainian Research and Cultural Center is immediately adjacent to

the Library building. The Ukrainian Research and Cultural Center has a unique
collection of Ucrainica, i.e., a collection of some 70,000 volumes devoted to
all areas of Ukrainian ethnic studies and civilization; extensive archival,
photographic, philatelic, numismatic, and recording; represents one of the
largest collections of Eastern European holdings in North America. The
Library’s resources are available on OCLC (On-Line Catalogue). The Center’s
staff also has done original cataloging of some three thousand titles as part of
its contribution to Ukrainian studies’ networking of materials.
The mere presence of such a large collection of Ukrainian materials is a
fortunate boon for our students from Eastern Europe. They have developed a
love for this collection, especially in the open stack policy. They use the
collection for independent study, for leisurely reading, and for some courses
offered by the College. The Center has also processed interlibrary loan
requests from George Washington U., John Hopkins U., Seattle Public
Library, and the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. It offers a great
premise as a resource center for incoming immigrants from Ukraine.

Academic Areas & Courses in Ukrainian Culture &
Byzantine Theology:

Today, St. Basil Seminary can help residents who wish to study and enrich
knowledge about Ukraine and Eastern Christian Churches through offering a
unique sequence of Ukrainian and Byzantine Tradition courses. These courses
give the student a better awareness of Byzantine-Ukrainian tradition in
contemporary society, and focuses on one’s place in history and world
cultures.
The following courses are available as tutorial or independent studies at St.
Basil Seminary starting 2012:

Elementary Liturgical Chant I & II

Introduction to the Byzantine-Ukrainian (Galician) tonal system; common
responses to the Divine Liturgy, Resurrectional troparia and prokimena;
common devotional hymns; Common responses to Vespers, Samohlasny tones
and introductory verses; Presanctified Liturgy, Liturgy of St. Basil the Great;
seasonal devotional hymns. (Each course utilizes texts in Church Slavonic,
Ukrainian, and English.)

Intermediate Liturgical Chant I & II

Chanting of Scriptural readings, Requiem services; Bulgarian tones and
frequently used Podobny; continuation of common and seasonal devotional
hymns; chanting of seasonal and occasional offices. Special consideration is
given to Jerusalem and Paschal Matins, Christmas and Jordan Compline.
Seasonal hymns from Bohohlasnyk.

Church Slavonic

Cyrillic alphabet; Church Slavonic phonetics; pronunciation; grammatical
forms. Sentence construction; grammatical forms; study of liturgical texts,
especially the Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom.

Elementary Ukrainian I & II

Introduction to the alphabet characters; Phonetics; Pronunciation; Intonation;
Fundamental grammatical forms with emphasis on reading; vocabulary
building and conversation.

Modern Ukrainian Literature I & II

Principal authors studied are: Kotliarevskyj; Shevchenko, Vovckok, P. Kulish,
Franko, Ukrainca, Oles, Kotsiubynskyi and Stefanyk, Tychyna, Rylsky,
Bazhan, M. Kulish, Zerov, Pluzhnyk, Anovs’kyi, Khvylovyi, Pidmohylnyi,
Symonenko, Vinhranovskyi, Yanovskyi, Kocherha, Kostenko, and Drach, and
Ukrainian emigre literature.

